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impoverished flock, where the ecclesiastical buildings
and revenues had been neglected for half a century,
could not expect a large income or luxurious sur-
roundings. His parishioners were burdened by taxa-
tion, his cathedral was dilapidated, and his revenues
were small. Even his ecclesiastical wardrobe was
scanty, and he lamented the condition of his tunics
and dalmatics. All this was distasteful to a man
who loved splendid surroundings, who thirsted not
only for power, but for its trappings and external
pomp. The new incumbent was little pleased. His
was, he wrote, the poorest, the dirtiest, and the most
disagreeable bishopric in France. There was no gar-
den to his house, no horse for his carriage; he bor-
rowed horses from friends and sighed bitterly for a
set of plate. " If I could have some silver plates,"
he wrote a lady, " my position would gain a little
dignity," He was long engaged in negotiations for
a service of plate, but the five hundred crowns re-
quired for its purchase caused a delay of some years.
He encountered other embarrassments as he as-
sumed his bishopric. The litigation by which the
canons sought to compel Madame de Richelieu to
restore the dilapidated cathedral was still pending,
and good judgment was needed in that thorny affair.
These trials met a young man who was actuated by
no love for the quiet performance of religious work,
and who regarded his bishopric as only a stepping-
stone for his ambition. But if the duties were little
to his taste, he performed them with reasonable
fidelity, The litigation was settled and the cathe-
dral repaired. The bishop sought t.o better theore^ Ee^ouIcT^fvoF"Be on,e)v He Holy Ghost to pay the
